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WHO WE ARE

We are a nonprofit 
organization founded in 

1981, supports the 
permanent protection of the 

Livermore Valley region’s 
open spaces and 
agricultural lands.

We have no financial 
interest whatsoever in the 

outcome of today’s hearing. 



OVERVIEW

Intersect Power is a Limited Liability Corporation. Its primary responsibility is 
to maximize profit for its partners. Many who support the Aramis project, 
however, believe addressing climate change outweighs all other 
considerations. 

Concerns about climate change are real and emotionally compelling. But 
those concerns do not prove a need for this project. 

The Aramis project will not uniquely aid California in addressing climate 
change. But in 50 years when the Aramis project is decommissioned, it will 
have uniquely damaged North Livermore. The scenic beauty of the valley will 
be destroyed, its agricultural heritage and rural character will be 
irreparably harmed, and its habitat will be degraded and lost. 



ARAMIS PROJECT 
WILL NOT 

UNIQUELY ASSIST 
CALIFORNIA IN 

REACHING ITS 
RENEWABLE ENERGY 

GOALS
Intersect Power has not proven there is a 
compelling public need for this project in 

North Livermore Valley.



FOR CALIFORNIA TO MEET ITS 
RENEWABLE ENERGY GOALS

123 GW of new utility scale 
solar power are needed

1,000 MW = 1 GW

Aramis will provide 100 MW or 
0.000813 of the utility scale solar 
power California needs to 
achieve its 100% renewable 
energy goal
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CALIFORNIA UTILITY SCALE SOLAR 
IN DEVELOPMENT

! 43.9 GW at end of 2019

! Represents 35.6% of the utility solar 
capacity California will need to construct 
over the next quarter century

! Aramis project is unnecessary for state to 
reach its 100% renewable energy goal





ARAMIS PROJECT 
WILL RESULT IN 

DEATHS OF 
THREATENED 

SPECIES 
North Livermore Valley is a HIGH conflict 
area for siting utility scale solar facilities.



NORTH 
LIVERMORE 
VALLEY IS RICH 
IN SPECIAL 
SPECIES

East Alameda County Conservation Strategy identified nine focal 
species in area where Aramis project located 

Focal species provide essential ecological functions. rotecting them 
indirectly protects many other species that use the same habitat.

These nine focal species include the California red-legged frog, 
Callippe silverspot butterfly, California tiger salamander, Foothill 
yellow-legged frog, Golden eagle, Tricolored blackbird and Western 
burrowing owl.



ARAMIS EIR IS FATALLY FLAWED

Aramis Claim

The project site was selected because of 
“lack of habitat for protected species” and is 
“largely inhospitable to wildlife” yet the 
Aramis Project will restore native habitat and 
enhance wildlife.

Reality

Every public agency independent of Alameda 
County and multiple environmental 
organizations that examined the Aramis 
Project EIR found it deficient and that Aramis 
plant will likely harm or kill multiple 
threatened species.

" U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

" California Department of Fish & Wildlife

" East Bay Regional Park District

" San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Board 



FOCUS ON CALIFORNIA TIGER SALAMANDER (CTS)

Aramis EIR: project will not significantly 
impact the threatened CTS because there 
was “only a low potential” for the amphibian 
to be present & grassland at site will not be 
permanently eliminated. (Final EIR at 4.4-51). 

“Due to the many documented occurrences of 
the California tiger salamander in every 
direction near the Aramis project site, and 15 
confirmed breeding sites within the dispersal 
area of the salamander and the Aramis 
project, it has always been clear that the 
California tiger salamander was highly likely 
to be present at the site. The detection of a 
juvenile California tiger salamander within 25 
feet of and headed toward the site 
conclusively demonstrates its presence. This 
would be no surprise to anyone who has any 
understanding of the local conditions and 
understanding of the species ecology. I’d call 
it a no-brainer.”

- Karen Swaim, wildlife biologist, Livermore, 
CA, 2/23/21



USFWS COMMENT LETTER: 
KEY POINTS ON CTS

Closest CTS breeding site is just 0.32 mile 
west of Aramis site in Eagle Ridge 
Preserve

Less than 1 mile to east of Aramis site, 
over 110 CTS found between 10/17 and 
2/18 in area with “dryland farmed” 
similar to project site

Surveys used in Aramis EIR ”not 
adequate” to detect CTS and lacked 
proper protocols 

CTS “highly likely to occur within project 
site”

Many ground squirrel burrows in north 
field and along Cayetano Creek and 
entire length of western side of main 
project area

Cattle grazing is “highly compatible land 
use for CTS”

94 CTS found recently at nearby PG&E 
pipeline project site

USFWS disagrees mitigation measures 
sufficient to prevent harm to CTS likely on 
project site



ARAMIS PROJECT MAY CAUSE MASS CTS DEATHS
“Habitat destruction is the primary threat 
to the California tiger salamander. For the 
species to survive we must vigorously 
safeguard their habitat. North Livermore 
Valley, with its ground-squirrel and 
gopher burrows, intact rangeland grazed 
by cattle and nearby nature preserves with 
vernal pools, is an ideal habitat for the 
California tiger salamander as well as the 
burrowing owl and golden eagle, to name 
just a few of the species that the Aramis 
project will negatively impact.”

- Karen Swaim, 2/23/21

Construction will destroy the habitat used 
by CTS & other species. Final EIR states:

" 20 bulldozers, 15 graders, 8 compactors 
& multiple pile drivers will be brought on 
site (3-8)

" 391 of 410 acres (or 95%) of habitat 
area will be impacted (4.4.3)



FOCUS ON WESTERN BURROWING OWL

Even though no long-term bird surveys were 
conducted and fewer than six one-day 
burrowing owl surveys occurred over a two-
year period, Aramis EIR states: “On June 17, 
2020 two juvenile burrowing owls were 
observed at a burrow just east of the project 
site and appear to be recently fledged 
owls.” (Appx. E, p. 29)

The EIR’s solution to avoid killing any nesting 
burrowing owls during construction: (1) “the 
site shall be maintained in a manner that is 
inhospitable to the burrowing owl such as 
keeping the site free of vegetation,” (2) 
”ground squirrel control” and (3) 
”maintaining regular site disturbance by 
construction equipment and personnel” (4.4-
62)

“Since burrowing owls are dependent on 
burrows at all times of  the year for survival 
and/or reproduction, evicting them from 
nesting, roosting, and satellite burrows may 
lead to indirect impacts or take. Depending on 
the proximity and availability of alternate 
habitat, loss of access to burrows will likely 
result in varying levels of increased stress on 
burrowing owls and could depress 
reproduction, increase predation, increase 
energetic costs, and introduce risks posed by 
having to find and compete for available 
burrows.”

- California Dept. of Fish & Wildlife 
comment letter, 10/30/20



TAKE PERMITS WILL NOT MITIGATE KILLING OF 
THREATENED SPECIES AT PROJECT SITE
# As much as Intersect still defends the work 
of the biologist it paid to conduct the surveys, 
Intersect’s concession that take permits are 
necessary is admission that the project’s EIR is 
deeply flawed and can not be relied upon. The 
EIR should be rejected. A new consultant 
should be retained to produce new report.

# The CUP does not require Intersect to 
obtain take permits or critically set the ratio 
of compensatory land mitigation Intersect 
must purchase
$ Intersect likely will argue minimal mitigation is 

required
$ County loses its leverage if it grants CUP before 

Intersect obtains take permits from state and 
federal agencies

$ We are surprised that TVC contracted directly 
with Intersect



TAKE PERMITS WILL NOT PREVENT 
PROJECT FROM SEVERING CRITICAL 
WILDLIFE LINKAGES
Project site supports biodiversity of County.

$ Serves as a wildlife connector for 6 
conservation preserves, located within 1.5 
miles in all directions

$ “Wildlife linkages are particularly important 
in the current setting of climate change; 
species need to disperse to find suitable 
habitat they can tolerate, which is fluctuating 
due to shifting climate patterns. Maintaining 
and preserving wildlife corridors is critical to 
the persistence and survival of many 
species.” (EACCS, Chap. 2, p. 2-76.)
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The impact of the Aramis project site on wildlife linkages can not be viewed in isolation. 
The Sunwalker solar project (in orange) has been approved by the BZA and is 
immediately adjacent to the Aramis project. Together, they will transform the northern 
portion of the valley into a sea of glass consisting of over 300,000 solar panels.



VIEW OF SUNWALKER AND ARAMIS PROJECT 
SITES FROM EASTERN EDGE OF SUNWALKER SITE



NEED FOR TAKE 
PERMITS 
HIGHLIGHTS 
GRAVE ERROR 
COUNTY MADE IN 
REVIEWING LARGE 
SOLAR PROJECTS 
ON AN AD HOC 
BASIS

# Intersect, not the County, decided North Livermore Valley is 
an ideal location for a utility scale solar plant

# This decision should never have been made by Intersect. The 
County knew a decade ago that it was important to develop a 
comprehensive solar policy to avoid the very type of 
controversy we are faced with today. 

# It’s never too late to do the right thing: Deny the CUP, reject 
the EIR. When new EIR is completed with proper surveys, the 
County will likely have finished its solar policy.



ENHANCEMENTS 
OFFERED BY 

INTERSECT ARE 
ILLUSORY

The Final EIR states: ”The construction of a 
public hiking trail along portions of Cayetano

Creek and its tributaries is not proposed as 
part of this project.” (4.11-8) Nor is a hiking trail 

required in the CUP.

The image is misleading. Even if a trail were built, 
the vista would be blocked by the project’s 

landscaping, fencing and the 5-acre battery 
storage complex. 



THE LIMITED, POSSIBLE PRESENCE OF SHEEP 
DOES NOT ALTER THE CHARACTER OF THE 
PROJECT AS AN INDUSTRIAL POWER PLANT
# The overwhelming and predominant use of the land will be for 
industrial, not agricultural, purposes.

# For a minimum of 50 years, the land will be transformed into a 
utility scale solar facility for the commercial generation and 
storage of electricity if the Aramis Project is approved. The 
project site’s agricultural character will be lost for decades, if 
not permanently.

# The CUP does not require any sheep to be brought on site, the 
language used is permissive. 

# There will not be year-round sheep grazing as is the case with 
the cattle that graze on the site presently. If they are brought on 
site, the sheep will be used for weed abatement for less than 2 
months of the year.

Visualization of portion of Aramis plant.




